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INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS 3 ce 


This publication contains statistics dealing with industrial accidents in 
Victoria, reported to the Government Statist during the year 1960-61. 


These statistics are based on data obtained from insurance companies which 
insure against workers' compensation, and from several organizations with approved 
workers' compensation schemes. The Workers Compensation Regulatims require approved 
insurers (and schemes) to submit to the Government Statist a report on each claim 
for workers' compensation, when the claim is closed, or at the expiry of 3 years if 
the claim is unclosed at the end of that time. At present, the collection is 
restricted to fatal cases, and to those where the worker was incapacitated for work 
for a period of one week or more. 


The method of collection used has imposed certain restrictions and 
qualifications on the resulting tables appearing in this bulletin. These should be 
carefully noted, and may be summarized as follows:-— 


(a) Although the term "Industrial Accident" is used, the collection 
actually represents claims for workers’ compensation, and is 
subject to the limitations expressed by the Workers Compensation 
Act. 


(bv) The Act excludes from the definition of "Worker" any person employed 
whose remuneration exceeds. £2,000 per annum. Although some 
employers do insure against liability for employees whose income 
exceeds that amount, it is not mandatory to do so, and consequently 
some employees in this category will not be included in the 
tabulations. 


(c) Self-employed persons are also excluded from the provisions of the 
Act, and consequently industrial accidents occurring to them will 
not appear in the statistics. This is likely to have greatest 
effect when considering figures for rural industries. 


(d) The Act provides for compensation for injury arising on journey to 
or from employment, or during a recess period. Although reports 
of such claims have been received, they have been excluded from 
the statistics in this bulletin. . 


(e) The 1946 amendment to the Act, which provided compensation for any 
injury (or disease) arising out of or in the course of employment, 
removed to a largey degree the necessity of proving a causal 
connection between the employment and the injury (or disease), 
and as a result many more disease claims were made compensable. 

In an effort to provide, as reliably as possible, statistics on 
"accidents", that is, those events about which some specific 
preventive or remedial action may be taken, all disease claims 
have been excluded from the tables in this bplletin. 


The tables listed in the bulletin are in the form of summary tables}; 
tables under detailed headings for industry, accident factor, and nature of injury 
are prepared in this Office and the information shown in these is available for 
inspection on request. 


Definitions, etc. 


1. Industrial Accident. For the purpose of this collection, the 
following definition has been applieds- "An Industrial Accident 
is a compensated work injury causing death, permanent disability, 
or absence of the injured person from work for one week or more, 
excluding journey cases, cases occurring during a recess period, 
and all disease cases". 


2. Industry Group. In Victoria, employers are rated for the purpose 
of workers' compensation premiums according to the type of business 
“conducted, a premium being fixed for each "trade". (For the purpose 
this bulletin, all employees, regardless of occupation, take 
the "trade" classification of their employer). When the list of 
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"trades" was compiled by insurers, it was allied closely with the 
industry classification used for the 1947 Census. Accordingly, the 
industry groups shown in this bulletin approximate those used for Census 
purposes. However, as "Communication" employees are almost exclusively 
employed by the Commonwealth, and are consequently exempt from the 
provisions of the State Act, the remaining small numbers have been 
included with "Transport". Another variation is that "Finance" employees 
have been included with "Other" industry, as all clerical workers from 
whatever industry are subject to a special premium, and most "Finance" 
employees come into this category. It should also be noted, that because 
of the very small numbers involved, tables in Part 2 (Females) include 
in the Industry Group "Other", figures relating to the Primary, Mining, 
Electricity, Building and Transport and Communication groups. 


Accident Factor. The various accident factors considered have been listed 
in Tables 12 and 24. For reasons of space, it has been necessary to 
abbreviate the headings used, but detailed lists are available for 
inspection at this Office. 


PART 1 — MALES 
TABLE 1 
VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS, 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Number of Accidents 
Industry Group 


Fatal Non-Fatal 


heaters? soda Mabel. 02 02 IL oe etal 
1958-59 | 1959-60 | 1960-61 | 1958-59 


Primary 
Mining 
Manufacturing 
Electricity 
Building 
Transport and 

Communication 
Commerce 
Public Authorities 
Amusements 
Other 


Total 


TABLE 2 i 
VICTORIA — MALES : PERIOD OF INCAPACITY AND COST OF CLAIMS FOR NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS, 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Cost of Claims 
Industry Group Total Total (£1000 BA ee 
are | 1959-60 | 1960-61 | 1958-59 ve 1958-59 1958-59 796081 


Primary 8,017 
Mining ’ ’ 1145 
Manufacturing ’ > 48,614 
Electricity 3 1,201 
Building ’ ’ 14,959 
Transport and 

Communication ’ ’ 65341 
Commerce ’ 10,643 
Public Authorities ’ ’ 4,717 
Amusements 9 ’ 3,229 
Other ' : 18,573 


NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 
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TABLE 3 TABLE 4 ‘ 
VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS BY ACCIDENT FACTOR VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS BY SITE OF INJURY 
1958-59 TO 1960-61 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Machinery 
Vehicles 
Electricity, etc. 
Harmful Substances 


Head 
Eye 
Neck 
Trunk 


Falls 

Stepping on Objects 
Falling Objects 
Handtools 

Other and Unspecified 


Arm 
Hand 
Leg 
Foot 
Site Unspecified 
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Total 


Total 


TABLE D> 
VICTORIA - MALES : ACCIDENT FACTOR BY INDUSTRY GROUP, 1960-61 


Industry Group 
Transport Public 
Building | & Commun- | Commerce Author—- 
ication ities 


Manu- Elec- 
facturing tricity 


Amuse- 


Accident Factor i Mining ments 


Machinery 

Vehicles 

Electricity, etc. 
Harmful Substances 
Falls 

Stepping on Objects 
Falling Objects 
Handtools 

Other and Unspecified 
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F. Fatal. NF. Non—-Fatal. NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 
Accident factcr is described in further detail in Table 12. 
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TABLE 6 


VICTORIA — MALES : SITE OF INJURY BY INDUSTRY GROUP 60-61 


Public 
Author- 
ities 


a ee ee a 
2 87 | 1 90. |... 39 | 1" ate | ale eae 


Transport 
& Commun— 
ication 


Manu- 


E Other Total 
facturing 


Site of Injury Primary Mining 


Head 


Hand 
Leg 
Foot 


Eye Zs 7 oe OP's Tae Wel ees ees ae | 108 
Neck ne 45° [esc ea ae 1671-35 aac Hoge 42 
Trunk 1 564} 1 939 | 3 390 | 1 | 182 2 Ree 
Arm ‘ 265° | 3% AOS" |. 0% 166 Vise | 4” Two | 496 


Unspecified ences A hee 1 | TVs cio ree ere tA Pee 6 
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TABLE 


VICTORIA - MALES : ACCIDENT FACTOR BY SITE OF INJURY, 1960-67. 


ys ben Tee OF, Injury _ >a ee 
a a | peck Un= 
| Accident Faatee Eye Neck Trunk Arm Hand | Leg Foot | edd Total 
We | ese (a eae - » 
LL NF REA NF F NF | F NF F | NF ee ro ae 
neces _ NE ae ee 
Hiwahinesy 201. |nies Ba], see 2Gittas:| 353 = 29555 foo | 0 209|) .. | 209 | 3 oo | 3,839 
Vehicles 6. | ais | 18 2 ey (a) ee 2207 5% BES cs 250 ce | = 170 | sibs gh 9} 1,406 
Electricity, etc. Adc ache’ 1G 2 AO 154 ||".3 236.) ocn19'  *33ipa. | 188 i eae 2 932 
Harmful Substances rr GS es es ia Atheas 20.1 5 30 <| 3.74 dbr iste: AT te 1 4 155 
Falls cl aa 92 1 | 2,056 |... | 1,102 |. 45940 | 2c ET hes 16:\ oh i 3] 7,164 
Stepping on Objects eae eo iF ee Sti ies 2. ae 223.) . 422 ies 300-1. 2 1] 1,619 
Falling Objects 221 1 sie TA ee yaG bind Sh Medea ls oh 3247s | 1 | MCR e.| 146S1R 10 13| 13,416 
Handtools sors) s% 8 yy 355 | oo ee SR a id a se ee 3 oe er 
Other and Unspecified 181 18 << 348 | 156 303 86:13: 8 1,484 
tora carlo sae] aa |---| P| [ar] a] Le 
F, Fatal. NF. Non-Fatal. NOTE: Consideration should be given to the ales and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 


Accident factor is described in further detail in Table 12. il 


TABLE 8 = 
VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS BY TYPE 


OF INJURY, 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Type of Injury 


Contusions, etc. 
Burns 

Bone Fractures 
Dislocations 

Sprains and Strains 
Amputations 
Concussion 
Enucleation of Eye 
Internal Injury 

Other and Unspecified 


Total 


TABLE 9 
VICTORIA — MALES : TYPE OF INJURY BY INDUSTRY GROUP, 1960-61 


El Transport Public amos 
Type of Injury j oe Building | & Commun— | Commerce Author— Other Total 
— eee rae = 
NF 
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Contusions, etc. 
Burns 
Bone Fractures 


Dislocations 
Sprains and Strains 
Amputations 
Concussion 


Enucleation of Eye 
Internal Injury 
Other and Unspecified 


Bila » 1 50] .. 5 15. |e. Role cee 
Total | 3 [1,887 | 1 | 266 | 6 | 13,829[.. | 369 | 3 [4169 | 4 [1,906 | 2 [3,363 | 3 [1,235 Or cane 


F. Fatal. NF. Non-Fatal. NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 ae ae 


* age B TABLE 10 
a TABLE 10 


VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS BY AGE GROUP 
1958-59 TO 1960-61 
x Age Group 1958-59 1959-60 1960-61 
: ae) 


Under 20 
20 - 29 


30 - 39 

40 - 49 6,869 

50 - 59 4,724: 
80 


60 and over 


Total 


TABLE 11 


VICTORIA — MALES : AGE GROUP BY ACCIDENT FACTOR, 1960-61 
Accident Factor 


Elec-— 
Age Group F ; Harmful Stepping Falling 
(Years) Machinery Vehicles tricity, | s.pstances Falls ca Objects ejects Handtools 


etce 
Cae: See eee eee eS ee Ae a 


Under 20 


- 29 
~.39 
- 49 
=259 


and over ° 


° 97 


F, Fatal, NF, Non-Fatal. NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 


Accident factor is described in further detail in Table 12. 


TABLE 12 


VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS AND PERIOD OF INCAPACITY 
BY ACCIDENT FACTOR, 1960-61 


Accident 
Factor 


MACHINERY 
Engines 
Pumps 
Ropes 
Shafting 
Gears 
Other Mech. 

Power 

Hoists 

Other Lifting 
Appl. 

Lifts 
Conveyors 


Abrasive Grinding 


Agitators 
Casting 
Crushers 
Drilling (Metal) 
Drilling (Other) 
Milling 

Planers (Wood) 
Planers (Other) 
Packing 


Opening, Carding 


Presses (Metal) 


Presses (Printing) 


Presses (Other) 
Rolls 
Saws, Circular 
(Wood ) 
Saws, Other 
(Wood) 
Saws (Metal) 
Saws (Other) 
Sewing 
Shears (Metal) 
Shears (Paper) 
Shears (Other) 
Rotary Cutters 
Cutters 
(Food) 
Spinning, 
Weaving 
Other 
Industrial 
Milking, 
Shearing 
Farm 
Implements 
Farm 
Equipment 
Other 
Machinery 


[rete | | new] verona] tin mae [al tee 


Bes. Patel. NF. 


Period of 


51.0 
48.6 
394.6 
16.4 
17.0 


1.4 
1227.0 


374.6 
169.2 
527.8 
974.6 
462.4 
67148 
160.6 
1,012.6 
109.6 
115.8 
803.0 
199.2 
146.2 
138.4 
1,444.6 
179.0 
688.6 
576.2 


9532 


1,065.4 
50.0 
77.0 
64.2 
358.8 
33.8 
134.4 

92.2 


253.2 
264.8 


1,441.6 


131.0 


260.0 


11.8 


455-4 
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and definitions on pages 1 and tg 
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ELECTRICITY, Etc. 


Accident 
Factor 


VEHICLES 
Motor Vehicles 
Trams 
Rly. Locos, 
Mine and Quarry 

Trucks, 
Bicycles 
Aircraft 
Water Transport 
Animal Drawn 

Vehicle 
Mobile Cranes 
Forklift Trucks 
Tractors 

Bulldozers 

Other Mobile 
Machinery 

Other Vehicles 


Cables 
Switchgear 

Electric Supply 
Wire 

Other Elec. 
Blasting 
Explosions 

Boilers 

Gas 

Other Explosions 

Flames and Hot 
Substances 


Total Elec., ims 
etc. 2 932 3,199.4 


HARMFUL SUBSTANCES | 


Solids, Powders 
Gas and 
Aerosols 
Liquids 
Total Harmful 
Substances 
FALLS 
Falls,etc., on 
or from :—- 
Ladders 
Roofs 
Scaffolding 
Stairs or Steps 
Top or Tray of 
Vehicle 
Elevation, Other 
Into Excavations 
Jumping Down etc. 
Slipping, etc. 
Same Level 


F N.F. 


Period of 


ee 2,564.0 


2,576.0 
488.2 
970.6 

1,989.4 


1,653.8 
3,590.8 

377-4 
2,413.4 


14,580.6 


28,640.2 


Consideration should be given to the qualifications 


TABLE 12 (continued) 96 


VICTORIA — MALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS AND PERIOD OF INCAPACITY 
BY ACCIDENT FACTOR, 1960-61 


Accident z Accident ide 


Factor N N Period of Factor No | Wo. | Period of 
2 nis Incapacit : Incapacit 


Weeks 
STEPPING ON HANDTOOLS (cont .) 
OBJECTS Pliers, Pincers | .. 10 24.2 
Stepping on Saws ate 108 307.4 


Sharp Objects eo Scissors, Shears 
Striking Against 1 Screwdrivers 
Total Stepping Shovels, Spades 
ON, etce i Spanners 
FALLING OBJECTS | Other Hand~ | 
| Strain in Hand- | | operated | 
ling 3 | 6,041 | 21,776.4| Power-operated | 
| Struck by, etc. Abrasive 
Trees, Limbs, Logs 5 | 244 | 1,452.2 Grinding 
| Poles Sane 26 | 145.2| Drills 
Other Timber oe 816 2,866.2 Riveters 
Drums and Barrels fe 279 911.6 Saws 
Boxes and Crates oe 361 1,075.28 Soldering Irons 
Bricks oe 129 314.0 Explosive Powered 
Earth,Rock,Sand i 260 1,033.8 Other Power- 
| Hand Trucks, etc. a 241 662.4 operated 
| Other Objects | 4 3,278 | 10,;853.4 Total Handtools 
| Handling Sharp QTHER 
Objects Animals and 
Metal oe 688 1,469.6 Insects 
Glass ae 211 458.2 Radiation 
Other Sharp Obj. oe 793 1,596.8 Other Physical 
_Other Accidents oe A9 112.8 Causes 

Total Falling aataae auaieodian Pressure Vessels 

Objects etc. 1. 43 [935816 |. 44726 ee Doors & Windows 
HANDTOOLS Flying Particles 

Hand-Operated Other and 

Axes os 216 809.8 Un 

Blowtorches Bs 3 4.6 1,482 324.0 
Can Openers ek 3 5.8 

Cleavers, and 32,889) 117,439.0_ 

Choppers we 29 86.6 
Chisels ae 69 128.6 
Crowbars oe 172 545.2 
Files oe Ue 21.4 
Hammers ron 341 965.4 
Hooks eo 97 375.0 
Knives ate 749 1597502 
Needles oe 9 21.2 
Pens or Pencils oo 1 1.2 
Picks, Pick Axes, 

and Hoes | 267-4 


F. Fatal. NoF. Non-Fatal. NOTE: Consideration should be given to the 
qualifications and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : 


PART 2 — FEMALES 
TABLE 13 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS, 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Number of Non-Fatal Accidents 


Industry Group 


Manufacturing 
Commerce 

Public Authorities 
Amusements 

Other 


NOTE: No Fatal Accidents to Females were reported during these 


years. 


TABLE 14 


PERIOD OF INCAPACITY AND COST OF CLAIMS FOR NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS, 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Period of Incapacity (Weeks) Cost of Claims 


Manufacturing 
Commerce 

Public Authorities 
Amusements 

Other 


Total 12,166 


89 


NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 and 2. 
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61 


TABLE 1 TABLE 16 silks 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMB 


ACCIDENTS BY ACCIDENT FACTOR ACCIDENTS BY SITE OF INJURY 
1958-59 TO a 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


T960— 
61 


Machinery 
Vehicles 
Electricity, etc. 


Falling Objects 
Handtools 
Other & Unspecified Unspecified 


Total 


Total 


TORIA — FEMALES : ACC B 
INDUSTRY GROUP, 1960-61 


Public 
Accident Factor Ghinesoe. | hamitone Amuse-— Other Total 
pantneiae ities ments 


Machinery 

Vehicles 
Electricity, etc. 
Harmful Substances 
Falls 

Stepping on Objects 
Falling Objects 
Handtools 

Other & Unspecified 


Total 


TABLE 18 


. VICTORIA — FEMALES : SITE OF INJURY BY 
INDUSTRY GROUP, 1960-61 eae 


Industry Group 


Public 
Site of Injury é Mant | Commence | Authese=|or Other Total 
acturing ities ments 


Unspecified 


Total 


NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on 
pages 1 and 2. 


Accident factor is described in further detail in Table 24, 


12. TABLE 19 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : ACCIDENT FACTOR BY 
SITE OF INJURY, 1960-61 


site of Injury 
7s abet 2 SS Ea ae 


Machinery 
Vehicles 
Electricity etc. 
Harmful Substances 


Falls 

Stepping on Objects 
Falling Objects 
Handtools 

Other & Unspecified 


Mei ie 
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Total 


TABLE 20 TABLE 21 
VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF 
ACCIDENTS BY TYPE OF INJURY ACCIDENTS BY AGE GROUP, 
1958-59 TO 1960-61 1958-59 TO 1960-61 


Age Group 1958— | 1959— 
fies? |" |" 


Under 20 
20 — 29 
30 —-39 
40 - 49 
50 = 59 


60 and over 


Contusions etc. 
Burns 

Bone Fractures 
Dislocations 
Sprains and Strains 
Amputations 
Concussion 
Internal Injury 
Other & Unspecified 


Total 


Total 


TABLE 22 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : TYPE OF INJURY BY 
INDUSTRY GROUP, 1960-61 


assy == 


Type of Injury Manu- Commerce iene Other Total 
facturing ities pen 


Contusions ete. 
Burns 
Bone Fractures 


Dislocations 
Sprains and Strains 
Amputations 
Concussion 

Internal Injury 
Other & Unspecified 


Total 


NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on 
pages 1 and 2. 


Accident factor is/described in further debais in Table 24. 


Age Group 


Accident 
Factor 


MACHINERY 

Ropes 

Other Lifting 
Appliances 

Lifts 

Conveyors 

Abrasive 
Grinding 

Agitators 
Casting 

Crushers 
Drilling (Metal) 
Drilling (Other) 

Milling 

Planers (Wood) 

Planers (Other) 

Packing 

Opening, Carding 

Presses (Metal) 

Presses (Printing) 

Presses (Other) 

Rolls 

Saws, Circular 
(Wood) 

Saws, Other (Wood) 
Saws, Other 

Screening 

Sewing 

Shears (Metal) 
Shears (Paper) 

Shears (Other) 

Rotary Cutters 

Cutters (Food) 

Spinning, Weaving 

Other Industrial 

Farm Equipment 

Other Machinery 

Total Machinery 


NOTE: 
and 2. 


Elect— 
J etc. 
5 18 


TABLE 2 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : AGE GROUP BY ACCIDENT 


FACTOR, 1960-61 


Ww 
ON 
An = 


Accident Factor 


Harm 
ful Sub-| Falls 
stances 


128 


Stepping : a 
ee eh Unspec-| Total 
Objects J ified 

38 99 32 42 


490 


68 250 52 A1 873 
63 267 40 53 900 
258 48 55 859 
96 28 33 487 


27 4 5 


TABLE 24 
VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS AND PERIOD OF INCAPACITY 


BY ACCIDENT FACTOR 


1960—61 


Period of 


nee Incapacit 


of = 
eee. 
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| 734 | 2 334.8 


Period of 
Incapacit 


Accident 
Factor 


VEHICLES 
Motor Vehicles 
Trams 
Rly. Locos. 
Bicycles 
Forklift Trucks 
Mobile Machinery 
Other Vehicles 
Total Vehicles 
ELECTRICITY, ETC. 
Gas 
Other Explosions 
Flames and Hot 
Substances 


HARMFUL SUBSTANCES 
Liquids 


PALBS Hernil ’ 
Falls, etcoy on or 
from:- 
Ladders 
Scaffolding 
Stairs or Steps 
Top or Tray of 
Vehicle 
Elevation, Other 
Into Excavations 
Jumping Down, etce 
Slipping, etco, 
Same Level 


Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on pages 1 


TABLE 24 (Continued) 


VICTORIA — FEMALES : NUMBER OF ACCIDENTS AND PERIOD OF INCAPACITY 


BY ACCIDENT FACTOR, 1960-61 
Accident 
Factor 


STEPPING ON OBJECTS HANDTOOLS (Cont. ) 
Stepping on Sharp Pliers, Pincers 
Objects Saws 
Striking Against Scissors, Shears 
Screwdrivers 
Other Hand—Operated 
BI. Power—Operated 
in Handling Drills 


Struck by, etc. Riveters 

Trees, Limbs, Logs Soldering Irons 
Poles Other Power— 
Other Timber Operated 
Drums and Barrels Total Handtools 20 


4 

Boxes and Crates OTHER 

Bricks Animals and 

Earth, Rock, Sand Insects 16 

Hand Trucks, etc. Cold 1 

Other Objects Exposure to 

Handling Sharp Obj. Weather 1 

Metal 4 Pressure Vessels 2 

Glass Doors and Windows 64 

Other Sharp Objects Flying Particles Ait 
134 
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Other Accidents Other and 
Unspecified 


229 
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HANDTOOLS 

Hand-operated 3,728 13,465.6 
Axes 

Can Openers 

Cleavers, Choppers 

Files 7 
Hammers 

Hooks 

Knives 

Needles 

Pens or Pencils 


NOTE: Consideration should be given to the qualifications and definitions on 
pages 1 and 2. 


